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SUBJECT: SOVIET PROTEST TO CHINESE ON DOWNED HELICOPTER 

SOVIET MFA NOTE TO CHINESE EMBASSY, PUBLISHED IN PRAVDA MARCH 
29, (USDAO SUMMARY SEPTEL) STRIKES US A MODERATE RESPONSE TO 
CONTINUED CHINESE RETENTION OF SOVIET HELICOPTER AND CREW. 

IN THIS REGARD USA INSTITUTE CHINA SPECIALIST ZANEGIN PRI 
VATELY DOWNPLAYED INCIDENT, SAYING MARCH 29, THAT CHINESE 
HANDLING OF CASE WAS "WHAT ONE WOULD EXPECT OF THEM UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES." 
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